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HON RONALD DAVIES 

Condolence Motion 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of Hon Ronald Davies, AO, and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

As a member of this house for nearly 25 years, from 1961 to 1986, Ron Davies is clearly a significant figure in 
the history of the Western Australian Parliament. However, his contribution extended well beyond this place. We 
should acknowledge his service to the community through the Royal Australian Air Force, the Western 
Australian Railways Officers’ Union and his roles in the Australian Labor Party. There is no doubt that Ron 
Davies was regarded with respect during his extensive time in politics. People continued to reflect on him in a 
positive way long after his political career ended. The period since he passed away has been notable for the 
fondness with which people have recalled him. 

Ron Davies was born in North Perth on 11 April 1926, the son of William and May. He attended North Perth 
Primary School and Perth Modern School. At the age of 15 he commenced employment as a messenger boy for 
Peters Ice Cream. Soon after, in 1941, he joined Western Australian Government Railways as a clerk in the 
government railways stores branch in Midland Junction. He became involved with the Western Australian 
Railway Officers’ Union and from 1951 served as its assistant general secretary. This period was interrupted by 
his enlistment in the Royal Australian Air Force in 1944. He served in Australia and was discharged in 1945 at 
the conclusion of World War II. 

Ron Davies joined the Labor Party in 1942 and held a number of executive positions on district councils and the 
state executive of the party. He was elected to Parliament following a by-election in the seat of Victoria Park in 
August 1961, following the death of the previous member, Hugh Andrew. His parliamentary contribution was 
impressive. In addition to appointments to parliamentary committees and shadow portfolios he held a number of 
ministerial positions in both the Tonkin and Burke Labor governments. His portfolio responsibilities were wide-
ranging, from health to consumer protection, and in ministries for both governments he retained responsibility 
for environmental affairs. 

Significantly, Mr Davies was also the Leader of the Opposition for more than three years from 1978. He 
assumed the leadership from Colin Jamieson and led the Labor Party to the 1980 election. Despite achieving a 
significant primary vote, the Labor Party was unsuccessful in its bid to remove the Liberal–National government, 
led by Sir Charles Court. Mr Davies was subsequently replaced as leader by a very young Brian Burke. Perhaps 
Ron Davies’ quality can be measured in his response to this setback. Although understandably disappointed at 
being ousted, I understand he would later acknowledge that the change may well have contributed to the Labor 
Party’s victory in the 1983 election. 

Mr Davies continued as a minister until 1986, when he resigned his seat and was appointed Agent General for 
Western Australia. Honours bestowed upon him for service to the WA Parliament and to the community 
included becoming a Member of the Order of Australia in June 1990 and receiving the Centenary of Federation 
Medal in 2003. He continued his impressive work in the community through roles with organisations such as the 
Swan River Trust, the Waterways Commission, Victoria Park Senior Citizens Welfare Association, Kensington 
Police and Citizens Youth Club, Lady Gowrie Child Centre, Perth Football Club, Legacy, and the Graduate 
College of Dance. 

Mr Davies had a down-to-earth approach to politics. He was first and foremost a local member, as former 
Premier Geoff Gallop noted at Ron Davies’ funeral. Dr Gallop, who was also Ron Davies’ successor in the seat 
of Victoria Park, reflected on advice he received as a young member of Parliament when Ron Davies 
emphasised to him that politics concerns localities and people before party and policy. This approach, along with 
Ron Davies’ many achievements and service to the community, explains the respect with which he was 
regarded. 

Mr Speaker, Ron Davies’ legacy is evident in this house and in the community generally, and will continue to be 
so for many years. On behalf of all members, I extend my sincere condolences to his family, to his wife, Frances, 
his daughter, Ursula, and son-in-law, Todd, and to his many friends. 

On a personal note, as I did not know Ron Davies well, I must say that as I came in as a new member of 
Parliament, and although he had left at that stage, he was a very gracious and friendly person and a wise source 
of advice on a few issues as they came along, and I extend my personal sympathy to the family. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [2.06 pm]: On behalf of WA Labor, I join the 
Premier in extending our sympathies to the family of Ron Davies, former member for Victoria Park, who passed 
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away on 24 July. Ron was 85 years old. Ron Davies made a tremendous contribution to this state as a 
parliamentarian for more than 20 years, as a leader of the Western Australian state Parliamentary Labor Party 
and as Agent General for Western Australia in London. He was born, as the Premier said, on 11 April 1926 in 
North Perth. He was the son of William Davies, a miner and chemical worker, and May Davies. He was 
educated at North Perth Primary School and Perth Modern School. Like many people of his generation, he 
started work at the age of 15 years, as a messenger boy for Peters Ice Cream. He went on to become a clerk in 
the Western Australian Government Railway stores in Midland Junction. He served with the Royal Australian 
Air Force in 1944 as an aircrew trainee and was discharged in 1945. He returned to work with Western 
Australian Government Railways and he became a branch secretary for the West Australian Railway Officers’ 
Union. He went on to become assistant general secretary of the Railway Officers’ Union and he remained in that 
post until he was elected to Parliament in the seat of Victoria Park. 

He joined the Labor Party in 1942 and held the position of general treasurer from 1955 to 1972. He went to the 
1961 by-election for the seat of Victoria Park as a Labor candidate and won. He had a long, distinguished and 
extremely varied parliamentary career, serving in many portfolios as both an opposition spokesperson and a 
minister. In the Tonkin Labor government, Ron Davies was Minister for Prices Control; Consumer Protection; 
Health; Fisheries and Fauna; Environmental Protection; and Town Planning. I think, Mr Speaker, he may have 
been the second environmental minister that the state had; I think John Tonkin may have been the first. I think he 
also may have been the second consumer protection minister that the state had in its history. 

In the Labor government of the early 1980s, he served as Minister for the Environment; Multicultural and Ethnic 
Affairs; Urban Development and Town Planning; and Cultural Affairs. He had previously served as opposition 
spokesperson for Health and Community Welfare; Treasury; Immigration; Ethnic and Cultural Affairs; Urban 
Development and Town Planning; and Cultural Affairs. Mr Speaker, that does not leave many portfolios in 
which he did not have some influence. 

He was Leader of the Opposition from 21 February 1978 to 18 September 1981. I certainly have respect for 
anyone who serves in that particular role, as I appreciate the Premier does as a result of his experiences as well. 
The positions in the party that Ron held do not come to members of the party without substantial support and 
respect from their colleagues; Ron Davies had that support and respect. I believe he was greatly admired on all 
sides of the political divide. He was chosen to represent Western Australia as Agent General in London, which 
was an important position that was expanding its reach at the time from simply the United Kingdom and the 
commonwealth into Europe.  

Ron Davies was described, I think by former Premier Geoff Gallop, as the ultimate local member, and it is an apt 
description. He had a deep affinity with Victoria Park that extended long after he left Parliament in 1986. For 
example, he served for 20 years as president of the Homestead Seniors Centre on Mackie Street in Victoria Park, 
and continued to volunteer and work at the centre right up until his passing. He was passionate about seniors’ 
issues, and his decades-long commitment to Homestead makes this very apparent. He is remembered very fondly 
by the staff at Homestead.  

Ron also continued his commitment to the Australian Labor Party after he left Parliament. He worked on 
campaigns for Geoff Gallop and Kim Beazley, and his efforts in helping to get the present Labor member for 
Victoria Park, Ben Wyatt, elected at the 2006 by-election were greatly appreciated and well remembered.  

Mr Speaker, if I might also add a personal note, I often used to run into Ron Davies in the course of my 
parliamentary work, and Ron always had a warm word and a kind word. He was always extremely supportive of 
whatever I was doing, and he always forbore mentioning whatever controversy it was I had gotten into recently. 
I always valued the warm support and wise advice from Ron Davies.  

I join all my colleagues in the state Parliamentary Labor Party in extending our deep sympathies to Ron’s wife, 
Frances, his daughter, Ursula, his son-in-law, Todd, and his wider family and friends. Ron will be remembered 
as someone who made a very significant contribution to the labour movement and to the state of Western 
Australia.  

Opposition members: Hear, hear!  

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.12 pm]: I also rise to support the 
condolence motion. The Premier and the Leader of the Opposition have highlighted Ron Davies’ background 
and his many achievements. On behalf of my National Party colleagues, I join them in recognising the 
significant legacy he has left in this place and the general community.  

Ron Davies was a prominent member of Parliament for more than 25 years. He was obviously a dedicated local 
member, being a keen contributor to many community organisations and making strong representation in this 
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place for his community. Listening to the comments made today, it is easy to understand why Ron was able to 
undertake his role as a local member for the people of Victoria Park for so long. During his 25 years in 
Parliament, his leadership roles, ranging from Leader of the Opposition and various ministerial portfolios 
through to his contribution on parliamentary committees, are a testament to his character. Ron Davies truly made 
an outstanding contribution in his public and private life, being aptly recognised by becoming a Member of the 
Order of Australia in 1990.  

Mr Speaker, I did not have the privilege or honour to know Ron Davies, but he was obviously a terrific man. On 
behalf of the Parliamentary National Party, I express our sincere condolences to his wife, Frances, and other 
family members and friends. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [2.13 pm]: I rise as the current member for Victoria Park to support the 
condolence motion for Ron Davies, a former member for Victoria Park, who was indeed, as the Premier and 
Leader of the Opposition have already highlighted, a man who understood very strongly that all politics is local. 
When I was elected in a by-election—I was, in fact, the third member for Victoria Park in a row to be elected in 
a by-election—Ron was very supportive of me, and very involved as I went about establishing my own presence 
as the member for Victoria Park. I made the point on radio shortly after he passed away that we would regularly 
catch up for coffee and cake. He had a sweet tooth; I was not quite aware of this, Fran, until I started having 
coffee with him. That catch up would inevitably become a two-hour meeting, by way of which Ron was kind 
enough to let me know exactly what I was doing well, and what I perhaps could be doing a little better for the 
people of Victoria Park.  

Ron’s involvement with the Homestead Seniors Centre has already been mentioned. Last year, Ron passed that 
role of chair of Homestead over to me, but when I went back and had a look through the minutes, I found that 
Ron’s involvement with the Senior Citizens Welfare Association on Mackie Street, Victoria Park goes back to 
the early 1960s. It is quite an extraordinary period—more that 50 years, 25 of which he was a member for 
Victoria Park and, for part of that time, Leader of the Opposition. He maintained a strong association with the 
Homestead Seniors Centre and indeed was often found peeling potatoes, serving food and doing all the sorts of 
things that we have come to expect of people working at not-for-profit organisations set up and designed to serve 
our ageing population. It was a role that he rapidly got me involved in shortly after I was elected.  

Ron was known, as was pointed out after his funeral, as a man who did not like bureaucracy, which is interesting 
in light of his 25 years in Parliament and his role as a senior minister. There are some very interesting letters on 
file at the Homestead written by Ron to some bureaucrats in Canberra about the requirements for what was 
called “a minimum data set”. Canberra bureaucrats, as he called them, were demanding information from Ron in 
his role as the administrator of the Homestead. I will briefly quote from a couple of them. This first letter dates 
back to 2 April 2001. It states, in part — 

I have looked at the composition of a Working Group as detailed in Bulletin 1, and as far as I can see no 
member has had any “hands on” working experience with meal services. I think it would be a safe bet 
to say that the same applies to the Canberra staff (I have never liked the word bureaucrats, but I am 
coming around to it) who have been making these decisions. As stated above, I am unaware of the 
membership of the Data Reform Working Group you mention, but can only restate that the MOW 
Association’s activities are unknown to most agencies. We have most certainly never been polled on the 
introduction of the system. 

The end result of all this is that the Government is gathering statistics on the cheap, without any 
recompense whatsoever to the agencies doing the work. On the other hand it might be interesting to find 
out what has been paid to the Consultants engaged by the Government and whose names appear in 
various bulletins and correspondence, for the work they have done. Can you supply this, please? We 
have to do all this work for a $1.20 meal subsidy, which amount has not changed for many years despite 
the ever increasing workload imposed by the Department. The bonds of goodwill are being stretched 
very tightly. 

The other thing which surprises me is that the agencies have just been told they will do the gathering. 
There does not seem to have been any attempt at consultation or to engender goodwill. The threat is that 
“it is in the contract”. I don’t know how binding the contract is or what action the Government would 
take. Cut off funds and we cut off meals. That would make a good press story. In fact the whole thing as 
it stands would interest the press. 

And he finishes off his letter — 

In the mercenary atmosphere in which we operate today, everyone wants to be paid for their work. On 
top of this some bureaucrat (there, I’ve said it) in Canberra will be inspired to introduce a replacement 
programme. 
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His final letter in this exchange with this particular bureaucrat in Canberra finished off with — 

You will be no doubt be pleased or delighted — nay perhaps exhilarated to know that I was able to send 
my MDS stats away yesterday and also correct the two errors thrown up. I’m sure you’ll sleep much 
better at night knowing that. 

For the life of me I cannot see how the figures will help us in planning. I have studied the MDS breakup 
… They cannot be used for future planning as they only refer to what has already happened … Age 
demographic figures might give a better lead. However if we are keeping some people in jobs — so be 
it. 

Ron was, without doubt, an extraordinary local member of Parliament. He was elected as the member for 
Victoria Park in 10 elections. In 1968 he was elected unopposed as the member for Victoria Park; no doubt the 
political climate and the machinery of politics were different back in 1968. The fact that he was elected 
unopposed highlights the regard in which he was held in Victoria Park. When we look back at his first speech to 
Parliament on 31 August 1961, we see the issues he raised that were of importance to the local electorate: 
unemployment; interestingly, the British Empire and Commonwealth Games; a hospital for south of the river, a 
subject around which there is some interesting controversy to this day; and, water rates. No doubt the Premier 
should spend some time looking at Ron’s comments; the more things change the more they seem to stay the 
same! As Ron pointed out, people had just received their water rates bills and were complaining bitterly about 
them.  

I want to conclude by highlighting a story from when Ron was elected. We all have our posters and our 
paraphernalia when we are elected. When Ron was the endorsed Labor candidate, he did something that I dare 
say MPs today would not be so bold to do. His poster was a “Wanted” sign, which read, “Wanted to represent 
Victoria Park” and showed a fresh-faced young Ron. He was a “young, vigorous ex-servicemen who will make 
your interests a full-time job.” I do not know whether many members of Parliament would be brave enough to 
stick up “Wanted” signs for their elections these days.  

I acknowledge Frances, Ursula and Todd, who are in the Speaker’s gallery today. Ron was very good to me as a 
new member of Parliament and throughout the short time I have been a member of Parliament. He was very 
good to all the people in Victoria Park. Frances would be very proud. She is still a constituent and has been a 
constituent for a long time. He was a man who understood that all politics is local, which is something that I will 
try to emulate as long as I am the local member of Parliament. 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [2.21 pm]: I would like to be associated with this condolence motion that 
expresses the house’s sympathy to Mrs Frances Davies and her family. I am currently the only Labor member of 
Parliament who was in the Parliament when Hon Ron Davies was here with us. I think only one other member of 
the Parliament, Hon Norman Moore, had the privilege of serving in Parliament at the same time as Ron Davies. 

I was fortunate enough to have been seeking preselection when Ron Davies was leader of the state parliamentary 
Labor Party and had the opportunity to go to him in that role as aspiring candidate for the seat of North Province. 
I worked with Ron in his campaign to win government in the 1980 election, when he was focused on trying to 
win for Labor the seat of Kimberley, and spent some time working in that electorate to get Ernie Bridge elected. 
I was pleased to turn up at Ron’s office and find the receptive way he dealt with a young, aspiring candidate. 

The period in which I arrived in the Parliament had been a tough gig for Ron Davies. He had been up against a 
most formidable opponent in the Premier of the day, Sir Charles Court. Luck in politics sometimes can seem like 
everything. In other circumstances Ron would have gone on to be a Labor Premier, but it was not to be. Despite 
the skill and the talent that he brought to the role, he was not faced with that opportunity.  

However, Ron was blessed, as he would often tell us, with the support of a wonderful family. Things did not 
always go well for them and things did not always go well for Ron. Ron was able to describe the support that he 
received. I was also privy to the tough times that went on in the business world. Ron in turn was a great support 
to Frances during that period some 30 years ago when things had gone tough in the fashion trade. The loyalty of 
this couple and the dignity with which they conducted themselves in this Parliament during that period and 
subsequently in Ron’s period as minister is something of which I am extremely appreciative. I am proud to have 
been associated with a period in office that had the likes of Ron Davies in our ranks. 

I can remember, as a young backbencher, turning up at his ministerial office. He was then positioned in the old 
Treasury building down on the terrace. He proudly occupied the ministerial office there and served the people of 
Western Australia well. One particular portfolio, the arts portfolio, was of particular interest to him. I was 
regularly in his ear and able to extract from him the support for arts activities that came very willingly from him. 
When he was offered the Agent General’s job in London, at first I was not sure he was going to take it, because 
he was not a person who was caught up with looking after himself. Indeed, he was very much preoccupied with 
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looking after the interests and needs of others, which is exactly what he did in his role as Agent General in 
London. He served the government and the people of Western Australia with enormous energy. And he was 
generous to others as well. When I was visiting London as a young father, Anne, my wife, and I wanted to go to 
the theatre one night but we had no chance of doing that with our son Ben, a young baby at the time. Ron was 
quick to offer his services as a babysitter. I only subsequently found out that he turned the role over to Kevin and 
Edie Skipworth; Kevin worked in the Agent General’s office at the time. Ron was extremely generous! When I 
was leaving London, he was determined to put in my hand the results of the UK elections so that I could bring 
them to the then Premier, Hon Geoff Gallop. If memory serves me correctly, the results were just in for the 1987 
election, although it might have been 1988. Ron was keen to share the blow-by-blow results of that election as 
they had come through the UK polling box. Ron served the people of Western Australia very diligently as Agent 
General. 

When I in turn became the Minister for Heritage and was looking for people for various roles, I rang Ron to tell 
him that I had a vacancy on a board and he said, “Tom, I am too old”, to which I replied, “Ron, it’s the Heritage 
Council!” He was quick to take the joke and quick to respond generously to the offer. When he took up his 
posting to the Heritage Council, the CEO and other members of the council were very appreciative of the 
wisdom he brought to the board. 

Life in politics can sometimes come to an end with a full stop. In Ron’s case it came only to a short comma, or in 
fact it could probably be better described as a colon with additional things thrown on the end in brackets after a 
semi colon. It was never a full stop when it came to Ron’s contribution to the people of Western Australia. His 
service continued in the many roles that he played out. Likewise, people describe the end of a person’s life as 
coming to a full stop when they pass on. I do not believe that in any sense from a faith commitment or, leaving 
that aside, from the legacy and memories that someone like Ron has delivered to his wife and family. His proud 
legacy lives on in many ways in not only his wife and family, but also the labour movement. His legacy of 
generosity, determination and focus lives on in what we do. His legacy lives on in this Parliament for both sides. 
He played politics firmly and politely. He was tough, but he was good, and he was respected by those on both 
sides of politics. 

He leaves a loving and proud legacy for his family; there is no full stop behind the name Ron Davies. His legacy 
will live on and is one for which we should all be proud and grateful. 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [2.28 pm]: I wish to speak briefly to the condolence motion for Ron Davies, and I offer 
my condolences to the family. 

Some 30 years ago, a few short years after I joined the Labor Party, I was a branch member in Geraldton and 
was very active in policy committee meetings. I had the good fortune to meet Ron, who was the then cultural 
affairs minister—predecessor to the Department of Culture and the Arts in the days of arts’ councils. I brought 
the issue of contemporary music to him. At that stage, no government in Australia was funding new music—by 
that I mean local bands and contemporary music. It was the done thing for governments to fund the orchestra and 
the ballet and what could often be termed the elite arts. However, government was not involved in what we may 
term to be the working class arts. On this occasion Ron started funding, for the first time, for the recording of 
young Western Australian bands. Even before the time of CDs, cassettes could be produced by local WA 
musicians. Ron contributed to a number of policy areas. I wanted to just briefly illustrate through one portfolio—
in which I have been able to follow in his footsteps—the impact that he made across so many areas of WA 
policy. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [2.30 pm]: I want to briefly add my remarks to the condolence motion. 
As secretary of the Labor Party, I always relied on the wise heads of former members of Parliament. Sometimes 
the wise advice was very good; sometimes it was wide of the mark. However, with Ron Davies, I always knew 
that whatever he said to me would be very relevant and important to listen to. People such as the late Fred 
McKenzie, Jim Brown and Ron Davies were great contributors to the Labor Party in office and continued to 
contribute to the Labor Party after they left office. Those people led a fabulous path for Labor Party members to 
follow. We should all be very proud of their dedication and commitment to the Labor cause, which is a cause 
about ordinary working people in this state. I want to add my regards to Ron’s family on his passing and those of 
my wife, Hon Kate Doust, MLC, who dealt with Ron quite a lot in her role with the Senior Citizens Welfare 
Association, or the Homestead Seniors Centre. With those remarks, I want to associate myself with the motion.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [2.31 pm]: I also join in passing on my regards to the late Ron Davies’ 
family. I knew Ron because I would see him around the building. He was a regular visitor to Parliament and I 
would see him sauntering around the foyer or in the dining room or up in the library. He was someone who 
maintained contact with the place for a long time after leaving. As other members have said, he always found 
time to speak to me and I always enjoyed speaking with him. He was always generous, warm and friendly. Ron 
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was always interested and interesting. He was always interested in what people were up to and always inquired 
about what people were up to. Unlike a lot of former members, he did not try to tell me what to do or give me 
firm advice or tell me what happened in his day. He always had an inquiring mind and he showed a grasp of 
current events and an interest in what was going on. I always found Ron Davies to be a very knowledgeable 
person without a hectoring or a demanding sort of style about him.  

Having risen to leadership of the opposition and leadership of the Labor Party, in today’s terms in many ways he 
was from another era. I heard the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition talk about Ron’s life and how he left 
school early and went to work, went off to serve in the Air Force, came back to work and rose through ranks in 
the labour movement. That is quite a different pathway from what happens in this day and age. Of course, in that 
era the availability of university education was not what it is now. That era was pre the scholarship schemes of 
the 1960s and the enormous funding boosts of the early 1970s, and pre the excitement of the university tertiary 
education that is now available for people from all backgrounds, including kids from working-class 
backgrounds. Ron Davies was part of a generation when people rose into politics and into political leadership—
certainly on my side of the house—through the labour movement, and those people were self-taught, self-
educated and self-motivated. Aspiring politicians gained their knowledge through experience or the text they 
might read down at the library or on someone’s shelf somewhere. The way into politics was not via the 
university path, which we would have to say is now the most common technique for people to use to rise into 
Parliament and then on to political leadership, certainly on the Labor side of the house. I suppose in many ways 
he was part of that generation that reflected the Ben Chifley style of doing things. Ben Chifley was a former train 
driver who rose to political prominence and leadership, which certainly is not as common these days. We have to 
admire people who came via that technique and level of difficulty into a role in which they had to compete, in 
this place, in caucus and in public, with people who had had every opportunity in life—people who had been to 
university and foreign universities, and had had everything given to them. If someone can maintain competition 
with people from that background without their advantages, they are a very special person. 

By all accounts he was a fine parliamentarian. He had a difficult road; he was elected in 1961, which meant he 
went through 10 years of opposition prior to getting into government. Ten years in opposition is a long, long 
time, and it would have been difficult to get into government after 10 years in opposition. The Labor government 
was then snuffed out after only three years, albeit by a very narrow margin; it was taken away from him after 
only three years. Ron then endured another nine years in opposition before having another opportunity to get into 
government, which again would have been very difficult. It would have been particularly difficult to have risen 
to the leadership of the Labor Party, contest and lose the 1980 election, and then have the leadership taken away 
from him. But I always found him to be a person without bitterness and without rancour, and he never said a bad 
word about anyone when I met him, and I think that is the common experience. He went through his post-
leadership period with a lot of happiness, did not dwell on the past and did not think badly of those who had 
taken the role of leader away from him, and that speaks volumes about him and about his family. 

I conclude by once again saying to Ron’s family that your husband and father was a fine man, and Western 
Australia is the poorer for his passing. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [2.36 pm]: I also want to pay tribute to Hon Ron Davies and offer my 
condolences to his family—to Frances, Ursula and Todd. Ron was a good, honest and decent man who made a 
great contribution to this state, to the Parliament as a minister, and to the community. Ron was, in every sense of 
the word, a gentleman—a word not often used in common parlance now. In saying that, he was not pretentious; 
he was a man of the people and someone who had that common touch. He was someone who did not stand on 
too many airs and graces. I knew Ron for well in excess of 20 years, and in recent years we jokingly called him 
“Hon Ron”; we would say, “How are you going, Hon Ron?” 

I found out from my colleague the member for Pilbara that Hon Ron had been appointed to the Heritage Council. 
Later, I became Minister for Heritage and Ron was still serving on the council at that time. He pointed out to me, 
very early on in the piece, that he was more than 80 years of age and that he would understand if I did not 
continue his term of appointment. I said that by all accounts, the contribution he was making was as good as, if 
not better than, that of any other member of the Heritage Council, and that, as far as I was concerned, he should 
continue in that role. 

Ron had a very wry sense of humour. I will long remember the little grin he had as he made a quick one-liner or 
told a little joke or snippet. I think that spoke of someone who never took himself or his position too seriously. 
He certainly took his obligations to the community and to other people seriously, but in my view Ron was never, 
ever someone who lost the common touch with ordinary people. As my colleagues have already remarked, Ron 
was someone who kept up his community service and contact with the community, and, I am quite confident, 
served the community up to the time of his death. 
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Frances, Ursula and Todd, you have certainly lost a great man, and the community has also lost a great man. He 
will be remembered by me and all those who knew him with great affection.  

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [2.39 pm]: I will make some very brief comments 
and add my condolences to the family of the late Ron Davies. I do so because I recall meeting him on only one 
occasion but that occasion has remained in my mind for the reason I will explain in a moment. In 1978 I was a 
student at the University of Western Australia and resident at St George’s College. Ron, in his position at the 
time as Leader of the Opposition, was sent an invitation to the annual play put on by students of St George’s 
College and St Catherine’s College. I had the responsibility of hosting him on that night. I expressed my thanks 
to him for making the time to attend. In a sense it was a little surprising that he attended given his role as Leader 
of the Opposition. His response was that he was very keen to support live theatre and live productions. That was 
essentially why he made the effort, with Mrs Davies, to attend the Dolphin Theatre on the UWA campus. That 
was clearly a very admirable sentiment, one which he no doubt maintained in his role later as arts minister, 
which is also of course relevant to my current role as arts minister. I acknowledge Ron’s contribution to the arts 
in particular, and that particular interest which he showed. I extend my condolences and sympathy to his family.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [2.41 pm]: I would like to add my condolences to 
members of Ron Davies’ family. I never knew Ron as a member of Parliament. My initial contact with Ron was 
in 1986 when I applied to immigrate to Western Australia.  

Opposition members interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sure members opposite may disagree with the fact and may not think it was a good 
decision, but Ron actually helped me immigrate to WA, much to their chagrin! 

I found Ron a very, very helpful person. He helped my family and me immigrate to this wonderful state in this 
wonderful country. I will always remember the meetings I had at the Strand in London with Ron and his staff. I 
have to say his generosity of heart and his generosity of character came through quite clearly. I did not know 
whether Ron was a Labor person, a Liberal person or whatever; he was just a decent person doing a great job as 
Agent General. He helped people who wanted to migrate to the great state of Western Australia. As I say, 
members opposite may be disappointed that he did a good job, but from my family’s perspective we think he did 
a wonderful job and we are very grateful for the help he gave us. We add our condolences and our very good 
thoughts of Ron to his family.  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.42 pm]: I will make a brief contribution. I 
met Ron Davies on only one occasion; it was on the occasion of the opening of the belltower at Barrack Square. 
I want Parliament to be aware that Ron played a key role in the belltower in terms of bringing the bells of 
St Martin-in-the-Fields to Western Australia. I believe two new bells had to be poured. When a bell is poured, 
the name of the person who commissions the pouring is recorded on the bell. I believe, if members look very 
hard at one of the bells in the belltower, they will see Hon Ron Davies’ name on that bell. I offer my sincere 
condolences to Mrs Davies and the children.  

The SPEAKER: I ask members to rise and support this motion by observing a minute’s silence. 

Question passed; members standing.  
 


